
The future of  standardisation of  construction products

20 November – High-level conference



Outline

• China’s perspective on Europe’s standardisation approach  

in general (not construction products specifically)

• What does China make out of  this? The Chinese state-

permeated approach to technical standardisation 

• How to meet the “China challenge”? Sketching ideas to 

start the conversation…



China’s perspective on Europe’s 

standardisation approach

• China eyes Europe for its ongoing standardisation reform:

– The TTIP effect: identifying the political potential

– Industrial policymaking: from protectionism to innovation 

promotion

– US or EU? Trying to take the best of  it “with Chinese 

characteristics”

• “China Standards 2035”, “National Standards Strategy” 

and the Belt and Road Initiative

– Streamlining China’s standards system

– Maintain state permeation

– Power projection



The Chinese state-permeated 

approach to technical standardisation 



The Chinese state-permeated 

approach to technical standardisation

• Maintain state-tier, transfer mandatory into voluntary 

standards

• Permeate market-tier: private-state distinction?; select pilot 

SDOs; strengthen national champions; front runner system

• Competition over high standards – move up the value 

chain: party-state serves as “referee”



How to meet the “China challenge”?

China: growing, but not dominating
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How to meet the “China challenge”?

Strengthen the system, not abandoning it!



Thank you!


